
Let’s talk PANTS

Early Help Strategy 
The YorOK Children’s Trust Board and City of York Safeguarding Children 
Board have created a new Early Help Strategy (2014-16), which outlines 
how help and support can be provided during the early years of a child’s 
life as well as intervening as soon as possible when a child of any age needs 
additional support. The aim is to ensure that help is provided as soon as it’s 
needed, not waiting until problems escalate.

The strategy sets out how early help is provided across the children’s 
partnership and the values and principles that underpin this work. 
Issues covered in the strategy include:
•	 	Improving	how	information	is	shared	by	practitioners	who	may	be	

concerned that a child or young person on is vulnerable;   
•	 	undertaking	whole	family	holistic	assessments	and	putting	support	in	

place for the whole family.  

The revised Early Help Strategy is available at www.yor-ok.org.uk

Welcome to 
the second 
newsletter 
from the 
City of York 
Safeguarding 
Children 
Board. 

Since I’ve been in post I’ve been 
particularly keen to speak to 
people on the frontline to get 
their views on how we can help 
them in their work. I’ve already 
visited the Police Referral Unit 
and the Social Care Referral and 
Assessment teams. 

Although teams are working well 
together there’s more the Board 
can do to clarify key messages 
around safeguarding, so we’ll be 
working on this over the coming 
months.

The voice of young people is one 
that	I’m	definitely	keen	to	hear	
more of. We’re working with 
the YorOK Children’s Trust to 
encourage young people to get 
involved with our work and we’ve 
also we’ve set up a Safeguarding 
Children Involvement Group.

I	hope	you	find	this	edition	
interesting and informative. 

Simon Westwood, 
Chair, 
City of York Safeguarding 
Children Board
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City of York Safeguarding Children 
Board is supporting a national 
campaign to protect children from 
abuse. 

The NSPCC has developed the 
Underwear Rule - a simple, age 
appropriate way to teach even 
young children that anything 
covered by their underwear 
is theirs and theirs alone. 
Conversations can be built into 
bath time, getting dressed or going 

swimming and don’t have to be 
scary or complicated.

The Underwear Rule is simple:
•	Privates are private.
•		Always remember your body 

belongs to you
•	No means no
•		Talk about secrets that upset you
•		Speak up, someone can help

Free supportive materials for 
parents are available now online at 
www.NSPCC.org.uk/underwear



Front line - working together Domestic Violence 
Disclosure Scheme 
rolled out in York
A	scheme	to	let	people	find	out	
from police if their partner has 
a history of domestic violence is 
now in force in York following a 
national rollout. 

The Domestic Violence 
Disclosure Scheme - known 
as Clare’s Law - is intended to 
provide information that could 
protect children and adults from 
being the victims of an attack. 
The initiative is named after 
36-year-old Clare Wood who was 
murdered by her ex-boyfriend in 
2009.

The scheme allows the police to 
disclose information on request 
about a partner’s previous 
history of domestic violence or 
violent acts.

To make an application under 
the scheme call North Yorkshire 
Police on 101, select option one 
and speak to the Force Control 
Room. 

Your Voice
City of York Safeguarding 
Children Board is underlining 
its commitment to ensure that 
children and young people have a 
voice in decision-making, planning, 
commissioning, design and delivery 
of services.

The Board is working with 
partners, including the council, 
YorOK Involvement Group, 
Safeguarding Children Involvement 
Group and children and young 
people themselves, to create a 
new YorOK Voice and Involvement 
Strategy. 

The strategy will set out how 
children and young people can 
design and improve their services. 

For more information email: 
niall.mcvicar@york.gov.uk

It’s good to 
share
It’s now even easier for childcare 
professionals to share key 
information about a child or 
children who have been referred 
to the council’s Children’s Services 
team. In response to feedback from 
the Ofsted Thematic Review of 
Early Help earlier this year, a 
multi-agency task group has 
created a new form which will help 
agencies work together to best 
support the child and their family.

Learning 
lessons
The Board has carried out a 
review of all its Serious Case 
Reviews and audits from the last 
six years to see what lessons can 
be learnt. The review illustrates 
that one form of abuse typically 
coexists with other forms of 
maltreatment, particularly in 
relation to neglect and domestic 
abuse.	It’s	hoped	that	the	findings	
will help agencies identify abuse 
more quickly, respond more 
effectively and prevent issues 
escalating. For an executive 
summary of the review 
please visit 
www.safechildrenyork.org.uk 

If you are concerned about a child: 
If you think that a child or young person is being abused or neglected you 
must inform Children’s Social Care or the police. 
To report concerns to Children’s Social Care you can do so: 
•  By phone – one phone number for all concerns and enquiries:  

01904 551900 
• By email – one email address: childrensfrontdoor@york.gov.uk 
•  By letter – Children’s Social Care, City of York Council,  
West	Office,	York	YO1	6GA	

•		Outside	office	hours,	at	weekends	and	on	public	holidays	contact	the	
emergency duty team telephone: (0845) 0349417 

  www.yor-ok.org.uk

Social	workers	and	police	officers	
are joining forces in a bid to 
improve the way they tackle child 
abuse. 

Plans are in place to ensure that 
teams will receive joint training 
in the future, helping them to 
work more closely together to 
combat and investigate domestic 
and child abuse. Front line staff 
in a wide range of public sector 

organisations will also be offered 
basic training to help them identify 
and support children and young 
people who are being abused.


